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According to the March/April issue of World Watch magazine, the proportion of the world's
population living in poverty increased during the 1980s, reversing a 30-year trend. About 1.2 billion
people, or 25% of the total, now live "below the threshold of basic needs." More than 200 million
people have joined the ranks of the destitute since 1980. "With widening income gaps around the
globe, it will not be long before there is a Third World within the first world, and a First within the
Third." The article emphasizes four components of the "poverty trap": environmental degradation,
foreign debt, population growth, and inequitable development policies. Global per capita income
has more than doubled since mid-century, but the bulk of the wealth increase has gone to the
relatively well-off. "The world has 157 billionaires and perhaps 2 million millionaires, but 100
million people around the world are homeless, living on sidewalks, in garbage dumps, and under
bridges," said the article. The poor are disproportionately residents of Third World rural villages,
and children are overrepresented among the poor. About two-thirds of the poor are under age 15,
according to World Watch estimates. (Basic data from Xinhua, 03/19/90)
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